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BLACK PATCH TOBACCO WARS
In the early twentieth century many producers of
“black patch”tobacco found they could no longer
sell their tobacco crops at a profit. A monopoly ex-
isted which set fixed prices for purchasing to-
bacco. The farmers organized opposition to the
monopoly. Ultimately 250 masked night riders
pursued tobacco executives and burned three
warehouses. The Pennyroyal Area Museum in
Hopkinsville and the Adsmore House and Gardens
and Amoss House Museum in Princeton explain
this event. Both communities recreate the Night
Rider raids each fall. For information call Hop-
kinsville: 270-885-9096; Adsmore: 270-365-3114;
Amoss House Museum: 270-365-7801.

COLUMBUS-BELMONT STATE PARK

Columbus, 270-677-2327. On display is a massive
chain and six-ton anchor used to block the passage
of Union gunboats down the Mississippi River.
There are also several Confederate cannons, a net-
work of earthen trenches and an impressive new
museum in what was once a Civil War hospital.
There is a small admission fee for the museum. A re-

enactment of the Civil War Battle of Belmont takes
place the 2nd weekend of each October. From Exit
1 off the Purchase Pkwy, go north on US 51 to
Clinton, then northwest on KY 58 to Columbus.
From Mayfield follow KY 80 west to Columbus.

FORT HEIMAN

One of the 3 forts constructed by the Confeder-
ates in an attempt to control traffic on the Cum-
berland and Tennessee Rivers. Fort Heiman was
built on the west bank of the Tennessee River (20
miles east of Murray). In late 2006, the site was in-
corporated into the Fort Donalson National Battle-
field. In the future, the visitor experience at Fort
Donalson will be expanded and enhanced to re-
late the story of all 3 forts and their impact on the
Civil War.

FORT SMITH

After General Ulysses S. Grant seized Paducah in
1861, Union forces constructed the star-shaped,
earthen Fort Smith at the confluence of the Cum-
berland and Ohio Rivers. By 1864, the fort was
manned by a contingent of the 13th US Colored
Heavy Artillery. A Civil War battle re-enactment is
held on the site in even-numbered years. The
Smithland Chamber of Commerce can provide
directions, 270-928-2446.

HOTEL METROPOLITAN

Opening in Paducah in 2008 as an African-Ameri-
can Heritage Museum. This 1908 hotel housed fa-
mous African-American entertainers and sports
figures during segregation. Well-known musicians
and travelling performers such as Louis Arm-
strong, Duke Ellington, Cab Calloway, Chick
Webb's orchestra, B.B. King, Bobby "Blue" Band
and lke and Tina Turner were guests of Maggie
Steed's Hotel Metropolitan, the only hotel for
African Americans in the area.

JEFFERSON DAVIS MONUMENT STATE
HISTORIC SITE

US 68, Fairview, 270-886-1765. The monument is a
351-foot-high concrete obelisk that marks the site
where, on June 3, 1808, Jefferson Davis was born.
Ride an elevator to an observation room atop the
structure for a panoramic view of the western
Kentucky countryside. A fee is charged to ride the
elevator. The Jefferson Davis Birthday Celebration
is held each year the first weekend in June. Event
festivities include living history camps, battle re-
enactments, day and night artillery demonstra-
tions. Saturday night's grand ball with period
music and dress is open to the public. Open May -
October.

LLOYD TILGHMAN HOME & CIVIL WAR MUSEUM
631 Kentucky Avenue, Paducah, 270-575-5477.
Hours: Fri. & Sat., Noon-4 PM

Museum exhibits in the 1852 home of General
Lloyd Tilghman, CSA, highlight western Kentucky's
role during the War Between the States.
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MARKET HOUSE MUSEUM (WILLIAM CLARK)
121 S Second St, Paducah, 270-443-7759.

General history museum with 4800 square feet of
exhibits outlining founding of the town by
explorer William Clark, plus a Civil War artifact
room and the entire woodwork interior of the
1877 List Drug Store. Open Monday-Saturday
noon - 4 PM. Closed Sunday & major holidays.
Open by appointment for school and group tours.

OAK GROVE WAR MEMORIAL WALKING TRAIL
Located just off 1-24's exit 86, this mile-long trail
features markers honoring all U.S. wars and con-
flicts. Special monuments are onsite for Vietnam
War Veterans and a poem for soldiers. Casually
stroll along the well-lit trail featuring plants native
to this area. Picnic tables are available to enjoy a
special meal at the park.

WICKLIFFE MOUNDS STATE HISTORIC SITE

94 Green St., Wickliffe, 270-335-3681. An archaeo-
logical site of prehistoric Native Americans. It was
occupied from about AD 1100 to 1350. See exhibits
from1930's excavations, a museum consisting of 3
excavated mounds with archaeological features
and a mural of the Native American Village. Open
daily May - Sept. Call for days Oct - April.

CHEROKEE

TRAIL OF TEARS

In 1830, with the support of President
Andrew Jackson, Congress passed the
Indian Relocation Act. The Cherokee
initially prevailed in court in their fight
against removal from their homeland in
the Smokey Mountains. However, a
handful of Cherokee approved a treaty
exchanging the Cherokee homeland for
$5 million and 7 million acres in
Oklahoma. Congress ratified the treaty
in spite of a protesting petition signed
by 16,000 Cherokee. The Cherokee were
relocated to Oklahoma. During the
overland march in the harsh winter of
1838-39, 4,000 of the Cherokee perished
in one of the darker times in American
history. The route they followed is
known as the Trail of Tears. The trail
encompasses about 2,200 miles of land
and water routes and traverses portions
of nine states. Its approximate route
through Kentucky can be retraced today
by following the highway markers on
US 41, KY 91 and US 641.




